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TWO PIECES OF SILVER,

How They Saved the Life of a
Mine Manager.

“Muerte o los gringos!"
Blaek Rosa’s smull, angular form
shoolk withorage.  Herbluelk face grew
its natural hue, if that
were possible,  Trembling in every

nerve, she glared viclonsly, and sho

Ilaelier thi

o eerepein fhe fness of 1
frotp ol miacrs who with jeé )
Jeard b met her supplications for

“het oat of this, yon blael dovill™
o wteds *We have had enough
LY w

ot plénty of money,” crie
5 dinmonds in  the eity,”
Lo i
t No begprars allowed!™ they
ellnhicatals
ot o los gringosi! repeaterl the

with o shrick which wonld

Paave el the blood of men unused
Lo Lo vie st sway s,
Magaeor Preacs, of the Bull Domin-

oy, hpod the disturbance between the
miners and the miserable old woman
as he ¢ame up the guleh

“Here, my good woman,” said he,
“here are two silver dollars. You hind
hetter not stay around hevre," e atded,
kindly, as she took the wmoney and
called the blessings of the saiuts upon
his generons sonl,  *The men are not
used to giving alms, and they will only
treat you ankinaly."

“11e'd better be savin' them two dol-
lars to help out the payroll of the Dull
Domingo who has been keeping a slute
for nearly thrée months for the ac-
commodntion of worlkmen on that

"

property.”

Sonora Rosolinn Ortiz once enjoyed o
happy home in the City of Mexico, her
birthplage. She had all the opporti-
s of edueation, both in Spani
and Bnglish, and inher early marricd
life had tretiveled mueh, But mis'or-
tune came to her in the death of hep
husband and, two of their three ¢hil-

dren, nfter the lossof all the property
they possesserd. They had for severanl
v mide their home in the United

g

, wliere Senor Ortiz had diced
lewving his Poveriy
and sin were her undoing, wnd whe
the Colorado mining fever filled the
mountainsg with fortune seeliors of
hizh and low degree Henorn Ortiz
driftell to Durango. She hwelsandke g0
low in viee and erime that she wis ne-
counted well fitted for anything from
begring to petty thieving, even to the
entting of a4 throat.

miat

widow penniless

She was Lving as his mistress with o
hardened charactor known as *‘Robber
Man” an American, whose 1ife borh in
auidl out of the penitentinry was o
e Hoad earned his
title as she had earned Lers. They
wers well matehed in theireriminal en-
reers, although the woman hal thusfar
kuown no move of prison life than iy
afforded by county jails. [Her only
child, a boy of twelve years, hal, like
Lis mother, hecnme o professional beg-
gor and thiell

sories of mistleeds.

The il treatment she had received
at the hands and tongues of the |
miners at Dico had burned into her |
soil like n hot iron, though the wound |
wias larpely henled by the soft words
and the silver so kindly bestowed by
John France. But, since she was not
likely ever to be able to'carey out her
threat of denth to all save her own
rice and cqnally ineapacitated to in-
sura thao blessingsof the sainfs which
she had vieedl, veither her curses
nor her Py vowere hecded.  How
ever, none who konew ler had any
faith in Dluck Rosa's possession ol
goodwill toward any one of American
or European hlood.

Even Robber Dan and his male ¢om:
paunions in crime—who formed the
most notorious and daring bund of
robbers in southern Colorado—did not
esenpe the vindietive spivit of Bluels
Rost. DBut the swoman was usefnl to
them, and when plentifully supplicd
with drinl there was no: erime too
black for her wicked hearvl nor séheme
too deep for her ennning brain. I
she possessed 4 single rodeeming trait
no one had been able to discover it.

Duorango had heen ablaze with the
glory of frontier life—a lovy which
comes but once in the lifetimo of o
new town, Duat there was then lictle
regard felt for the future by the for-
tune hunters who swirmed the street:
and filled up the liotels and held high
reveley in the saloons and dance halls
of that eamp.

[Tonest men with capital, secking Lo
double thelr investwents in a foel
niglt, stooll on the snme level of a
socintion with the horse thief wnd |
the road ngront,
pamblers drank over the same har.
The eraele of the stage driver's whip
was but the echo of the pihin] shot
Business conversntions and ribald
gongs, lanelhter and eurses  inter-
mingled in g wild horeal choms,

Mine promoters pond

“tioinge baelk to the mine in the morn
ing?" asked the clerk of the liotel o
minute later, as France approachod
the desk and asked for weriting na
terial,

“Yes, sure!!

Uhtnero leaves ot two o'cloelc”

wivall, eall smo n hall howe earlicr
and don't, for your homd 1ot me m
the st T omist he at tl i
morrow by all moans. By the way ]
have lost a white sille hanherchief
with o black border. Loolk out for it

A few minntes later, while Frm

wag still busy writing, She

approached him and prosented o Ll
Muexienn !J"i‘ i whose LA vierl] gy el

been found the sills handherelijef.

SyWhot shall D do with him?" asled
the sherifl,

“Loek him up,' said the manager of
the Dull Domingro hotel, *lock him up! |
That is the little raseal who esme Lo
mie o few minutes ago Legging for
money. I pgave him two bits and he
shows his gratitude by stealing my
handkereliief.”

The anttention of the loungers abont |
the liotel office was attracted by these
londly spoken words of John Franec:
bt they did not hear swhat he said ja
a hurried undertone to the shorili, so

there was a murmur of indignation
arninst the man who would seck the
p=nishment of a child for stealing o
sille handlcerchief—and that after it
had been returned.

John France laughed and went to
his room, while the sheriff smiled, as
he always smiled in danger and out,
and fled the boy away., The crowd
looked puzzled.

“Ile had my boy locked up, did he?"”
shricked Black Rosa, when the details
of this little episode were related to
her, The black faee of the little Mex-
ienn woman seemed ablage with indig-
nation. e shall puy for this!"

“Senorn forgets the two silver dol-
Inrs,” taunted Robber Dang *1 thought
the senora might feel sorey that we
hatl planned to rob this fine Ameri-
ecano. Dut it's all rizht now—is it,
il 12" he ndded, moekingly.

b him!  muvder him!"  yelled
Black R and she stageered from
her chnir, ns if she would carry out her

| own command, but fell on the floor m

a heap,

Dan and his pals lifted the woman
to o bed, and the leader remarked that
ghe would sleep till morning; and be
neither help nor hindrance, 1t had
been kknown for twenty-fourhours that
thie money—some ton thousand dollars
—for the Bull Dimingo pay roll had
been pecdived, but until annotnced by
lnnnger France it was not known
whien that gentleman would start for
tho mine,

At twelve o'elock that night four
maon. heavily armed, rode out of Du-
il
T'wo hours later the stage followad
i, with one oceupant on the in-
e nnd the dreiver alone on the front
boot, Bloomer, the driver, might as

42

sl

well have heon unageompanied so for
2q Lhe inside ceenpant of the eonch
wans concerned, Bubt he was used to
these lonely rides, and when o pnssen-

gor preforred to be exelusive it simply
exhiblited to Boomer the poor taste of
the passenger. 50 he talieed to his
horsos and sang to them and passed
the lonely hours as comfortably as if
lie had been surronnded by a half
dozon passengers, und soon forgot the
follow on the inside,

Uomine to o bend in the road, whera
the aaeont of the et steep mountain
is berun, Bloomer fell into a reflectiva
mood and remaried to the nigh wheel-
er that the fellow on the inside
mizht possibly “rise 4o an apprecin-
tion o' the society of o slage driver
and his hosses H the muzzle of a
double-barrcled shotgun should hap-
pen to appear at the window of the
coneln'

Of course Bloomer was not really ex-
pecting suech a surprise for his unso-
vhithle passenrer: so when the shotgnn
appenred; with three others, and te-
companied by sn order to “throw
n them ribhons and throw up them
s, o was himself so completely
surpriaed that he obeyed without a
war ] of protest

If he woas surprised at this sudden

appenranes of road agents, he was
renlly dumfonnded at what followed,
For five minutes theve was novabtle of
ghateruns ns if o minintnre hattle sweps




